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JoNEsviLLi,  N.  a,  July  29th,  1880. 

Conference  convened  in  the  Chapel  at  9  o'clock,  A .  M ,  Ret.  R. 
G.Barrett,  P.  E.,  in  the  cb  air.  The  morning?  prayer  meeting, 
opening  risligious  services,  conducted  by  Rev.  J.  C.  Crisp.  R*v. 
James  Wilson,  former  secretary,  called  the  roll,  and  the  following 
answered  to  their  names: 

^  Salisbury  Station.— Rev.  J.  J.  Renn,  Pastor;  R.  R.  Crawford,  J. 
W.  Mi[iuny,  Lay  Delegates. 

Salisbury  Circuit.— Rev.  W.  S.  Creasy,  Pastor;  D.  M.  Baninger, 
Cicero  Chunn,  Joseph  Eagle,  J.  A.  Hudson,  Lay  Delegates. 

Statesville  Station. -^Re v.  B.  R.  Hall,  Pastor;  J.  B.  Conncly,  H. 
X.  Divire,  G.  W.  Clegg,  Lay  Delegates. 

Statesville  Circuit.— Rev.  T.  L.  Triplett,  Pastor. 

Moorsville  Circuit. — Rev.  J.  T.  Harris,  Pastor;  J.  B.  Corneliua, 
A.  Cornelius,  J.  F.  Johnson,  Lay  Delegates. 

Iredell  Circuit. —Rev.  M.  V.  SheriU,  Pastor;  T.  W.  Tomlin,  Lay 
Delegate. 

Mocksvitle  Circuit. — Rev.  J.  F.  Smoot,  Local  Preacher;  8.  H«n* 

ly,  Lay  Delegate. 

'  Davie  Circuit.— Rev.  J.  C.  Rowe,  Pastor;  J.  H.  Hanea,  Dr.  M. 
D.  Kimbrough,  Lay  Delegates. 

Tadkinville  Circuit.— Rev.  S.  D.  Peeler,  Pastor;  Rev.  B.  G. 
Green,  Local  Preacher,  A.  N.  Tomlin,  S.  A.  Jarvis,  J.  G.  Clay  well, 
Lay  Delegates.^' t*'**' 

Surry  Circuit.— Rev.  ^.  J.  McLeod,  Pastor;  Rev.  C.  P.  Snow, 
Rev.  James  Minish,  Local  Preacher. 

Pilot  Mountain  Circuit.— Rev.  M.  Foy,  Pastor. 

Mt.  Airy  Circuit. — Rev.  N.  E.  Coletrane,  Pastor;  Rev.  Jftme4 
Wilson,  Francis  Miller,  Lay  Delegate. 
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Roaring  River  Mission.— Rev.  J.  F.  Craven,  Pastor;  J.  O.  Chat- 
ham, Lay  Delegate. 

Wilkes  Circuit— Rev.  E.  J.  Eudaily,  Pastor. 
Hunting  Creek  Mission. — Rev.  A.  M.  Long,  Pastor. 
Alexander  Circm^. — Rev.  S.  R.  Traywick,  Pastor;  J.  F.  Shaipe, 
Lay  Delegate.  J  |^  r )  r ,  j  t  r  r  j  i 


Little  Rivei^.— 


Lenoir  Circuit. -^-sDr.  A.  A.  Scroggs,  T.S.  Hoover,  Lay  Delegates. 
Caldwell  Circuit. —Rev.  J.  C.  Crisp,  Pastor;  Rev.  J.  Bush,  Local 
Preacher. 

Qn^ropUpn  of  Rev.  M.  Yt^^hfin'iU,  Rev.  James  Wihon  was 
elected  secretary.  ,  ^ 

On'motio^  of  Rev.  R.  G.  (Jreen,  Rev.  M.  V.  Sherrill  was  elect- 
ed assistant  secretary.      .  , 

Gn  motion  of  Rev.  "VV\  S.  Creasy,  Revs.  R.  G.  Barrett,  S.  D. 
Peeler,  and  S.  J.  McLeod,  and  Bros.  J.  S.  Clay  well  and  R.  R. 
Crawford  were  appointed  a  committee  on  public  Worship. 

On  motion  of  Bev.  James  Wilson,  the  hours  of  meeting  and  ad- 
journment were  fixed  at  9  A.  M.,  and  adjourn  at  11  A.  M.,  and  at 
3  P.  M.,  and  adjourn  at  pleasure. 

•On  motion  of  Rev.  James  Wilson,  the  bar  of  the  Conference 
was  fixed'  to  extend  to  the  front  facing  of  the  third  window. 

Oh  motion  of  Rev.  M.  V.  Sherrill,  the  appointment  of  usual 
committees  was  dispensed  with,  except  in  special  cases. 

Rev.  F.  L.  Reid,  one  of  the  Editors  of  the  Ralei/jh  Chrisiian 
Adipcale  vf&s  intrpduced  to  the  Conference. 

SALISBURY  CIRCUIT. 

Reports  of  pastors  from  the  several  charges  were  ealled  for. 

Salisbury  Circuit. — Rev.  W.  S.  Creasy,  Pastor: — 
<^  The  spiritual  condition  of  th«  Salisbury  circuit  is  tolerably 
good.  It  is  healthy,  and  improving.  The  attendance  upon  th« 
social  meetings  of  the  church  at  some  points  is  very  good,  at  others 
thcire  is  a  lack  of  interest  in  this  direction.  We  have  class  meet*< 
ing  at  about  half  our  appointments.  They  are  well  attended  and 
do  Dfiuch,  good.  We  are  trying  to  get  them  under  way  at  all  our 
appointments  and  think  we  shall  succeed.  The  prayer  meeting 
interest  is  on  the  increase.  Our  young  men  are  entering  into  this 
worj^iwith  m  earnestness  and  «eal  that  inspires  hope  for  the  future. 
Our  Love  Feasts  have  been  seasons  of  refreshing  to  us  all.  Thm 


Saceameuis  are  v«ry  w«ll  atieuded.  We  have  been  pleased  to  see 
so  many  of  different  denominations  commemorating  the  death  and 
sufferingB  of  oar  Blessed  Master  around  the  s^e  table.  Out 
people  are  alive  on  the  subjeet  of  infant  baptism.  We  have  bap- 
tised 43  to  the  present  of  this  year.  The  Lord  has  been  pleaiie^ 
to  own  and  bless  His  Word,  as  preaehed  on  the  circuit,  in  strength-^ 
ening  believers,  reclaiming  the  baeksUden,  convicting  the  sinner  ^ 
and  converting  tlje  mourner.  One  hundred  and  fifty  three  pre- 
cious souls  profess  to  have  found  peace  and  joy  through  the  Holy 
Ghost,  by  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus.  The  Lord  has  been  pleased  to 
add  to  our  church  on  the  circuit  one  hundred  and  twenty  one.sopls 
during  this  year.  The  future  is  full  of  hope  for  the  cause  of  Chrisi 
and  our  beloved  Zion. 

There  is  a  great  demand  for  more  preaching,  from  our  church: 
in  the  bounds  of  the  circuit  In  fact  there  are  several  points  that 
might  be  regarded  aa  truly  mission  ground.  There  is  quite  a 
number  of  churches  in  Rowan,  but  ihey  are  mostly  in  clusters,  thus 
leaving  considerable  territory  between  unoccupied.  In  our  humble 
,  judgment  a  division  of  present  work,  or  increase  of  laborers  would 
be  the  more  efficient  plan  of  supplying  the  present  demand.  Some- 
thing ought  to  be  done  in  this  direction.  We  have  established  two^ 
additional  preaching  places  and  still  the  Macedonian  cry  "come 
over  and  help  us,"  is  coming  up  all  aronnd. 

Our  Sunday  school  work  has  been  considerably  retarded  on  ac- 
count of  some  contagious  diseases  among  the  children  of  this  sec- 
tion. We  are  however  making  some  progress  in  this  direction. 
We  have  9  schools  in  operation  with  54  officers  and  teachers,  and 
450  scholars.  In  some  of  our  schools  we  use  the  lesson  papers, 
and  in  others  they  adopt  whatever  plan  may  seem  best  suited  to 
the  special  sorroundings.  There  is  a  fine  field  for  this  work  on 
this  circuit  and  when  the  present  difficulty  is  removed  I  have 
no  doubt  but  it  will  be  a  success.  As  to  education  in  the  bounds 
of  the  circuit:  there  have  been  no  schools  under  the  auspices  of 
our  church  until  the  present,  we  now  have  a  mission  school  sup- 
ported by  one  of  the  churches  of  this  charge.  All  the  Sabbath 
school  scholars  are  admitted  to  this  school  free  of  charge.  It  is  a  good 
step  in  the  right  direction.  May  God  bless  and  prosper  the  movea,^ 
in  this  matter.  There  are  several  schools  situated  in  the  bounds 
of  the  cirouiiy  so  there  is  no  great  lack  of  opportunity  to  educate  the 
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ehildrttD;  There  are  a  few  copies  of  the  Nashville  Ad oocate^  i^ken 
and  we  are  glad  to  Bay  that  the  Raleigh  Christian  Advocate  has 
found  its  way  into  several  families  where  it  was  a  stranger  until  this 
year.  I  think  the  outlook  good  for  both  papers  to  increase  their 
circulation  in  our  bounds.  We  are  selling  several  Hymn  books, 
and  find  that  our  singing  is  improving. 

Our  system  of  collecting  the  finances  of  the  church  is  ,for  the 
support  of  the  ministry,  mostly  on  the  assessment  plan  which  we 
find  to  work  better  than  any  other.  Our  plan  for  raising  the  col- 
lections ordered  by  conference  is  by  propositions  and  basket  col- 
lections. We  have  collected  and  secured  the  whole  amount  as- 
sessed'our  charge,  ($64),  for  Foreign  and  Domestic  Missions,  and 
hare  no  fears  as  to  raising  every  cent  of  the  conference  collection 
and  Bishop's  Fund.  We  have  collected  $3  for  Orphan  Asylum 
and  have  one  Sabbath  school  contributing  to  this  fund  every  -Sab- 
bath. We  have  raised  $ —  for  District  parsonage  and  expect  to 
raise  our  whole  amount  $50.  We  have  raised  and  paid  out  for 
obureli  repairs  about  $100.  The  circuit  has  paid  for  the  support 
of  the  Ministry  $291.58 — over  one  half  the  assessment  Paid  P.  E. 
$40.  Paid  P.  C.  $251.58,  Each  appointment  on  the  wprk  was 
assessed  and  has  paid  to  the  present  as  follows: — Mt.  Tabor,  as-: 
seased  $120;  paid  $90.40.  Gay's  Chapel,  assessed  $75;.  paid  $23.53. 
Oak  Grove,  assessed  $65;  paid  $25.50.  Bethpag-e,  assessed  $45; 
paid  $4.25.  Harris  Chapel,  assessed  $8i5;  paid  $23  25.  Ebenezer, 
assessed  $4.8;  paid  $20.30.  Providence,  assessed  $95;  paid  $61.25. 
Liberty,  assessed  $50;  paid  $44.10.  The  cii'cuit  has  also  paid  in- 
cidentals to  the  amount  of  $27. 50.  The  stewarda.entextain  no  fears 
as  to  the  .whole  amount  being  paid.  ^  ^ 

The  houses  of  worship  are  in  good  condition  except  t^p.  One 
of  those  is  an  old  house  and  the  congregation  speak  of  building  a 
now  one  soon.  The  other  is  a  new  house  not  complete,  we  hope 
to  finish  it  before  a  great  while.  We  have  no  parsonage,  but  the 
oburch  is  paying  house  rent  in  addition  to  salary.  The  records  of 
our  Quarterly  Conference  are  kept  in  a  neat,  accurate  and  business 
like  manner  and  reflect  great  credit  on  our  efficient. recording 
steward. 

May  the  blessings  of  the  Divine  Master  rest  upon  and  continue 
with  all  the  interests  of  this  w'ork. 

Respectfully  submitted.       WALTER  S.  CREASY,  Pastor. 
July  27th  1880.  Salisbury  Circuit. 
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lipoQ  Ul 6.  residing  of  the  report,  its  further  coniidetation  WM 

postponed,  and  the  conference  adjourned. 

Rev.  J.  T.  Harris  preached  from  Matthew  XIII;  33. 
-    #  >finrn  '!  '      Afternoon  Session.     Thursday,  July  29. 

Ooiiiference  met  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M.,  and  was  opened  witb*re- 
ligious  services,  by  Rev*  -B.  K.  HalL 

The  roU  was  called  and  the  followiJDg  memberB,  not  present 
this  morning, -were  reported  present:  J.  F.  Ross,  J.  A.  Stone,  W. 
I.  Colvert,  jjae  Burns,  Wm.  Hubbard.  Wesley  Laws,  Lay  Dele- 
gates; and  Revs.  T.  A.  Nicholson  and  M.  H.  Long,  Local  Preach- 
ers,   Minutes  of  the  morning  session  read  and  approved. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  M.  V.  Shenill,  it  was  allowed  to  Alternate 
Delegates,  whose  principals  are  present,  to  have  seats  in  the  con- 
ference, and  participate  in  the  business,  so  far  as  the  law  allows. 

Salisbui'V  Circuit,  the  report  of  which  was  read  by  the  Pastor  at 
the  close  of  the  morning  session,  was  called  again,  and  Bros.  J.  A. 
Hudson  and  D.  M.  Barringer .  made  interesting  and  encotiraging 
statements  respecting  its  present  and  future  prospects. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  M.  V,  Sherrill,  the  Pastors  and  Lay  Dele- 
gates of  Mooresville,  Statesville,  Iredell,  Mocksville,  Darie  and  Tad- 
kinville  circuits  were  appointed  a  committee  on  circuit  boundaries. 
^ff^r^piw'  rt  5I00RESVILLE  ciRCuA^*^*;* 

'  Mooresville  circuit  was  called  and  the  Pastor,  Rev.  J.  T.  Harris 
made  the  folio wirig  report: —  ^ 

We  have  sil  churches,  four  of  which  are  in  excellent  repair. 
Three  are  nicely  knd  newly  pninted  and  the  other  two  we  hope  to 
piif  in  good  order  this  fall.  The  church  building  at  Mooresville  is 
a  most  capital  edifice  and  has  one  of  McShane's  celebrated  pure  bell- 
metal  bells,  at  a  "cost  of  $167.50.  The  parsonage  at  Mooresville  is  a 
comfortable  and  neat  home  for  the* pastor.  We  now  have  1000  mem- 
bers; 250  of  this  number  have  beeii  received  in  the  church  since 
last  District  Conference.  The  type  of  piety  among  our  people  is 
a  good  average.  While  in  so  large  a  number,  as  might  be  expected, 
some  are  inconsistent,  yet  I  beMeve  there  are,  in  proportion,  as 
many  true  and  consecrated  christians  as  adorns  the  church  of 
Christ  anywhere  or  m  any  communion.  A  very  large  ratio  of 
brethren  lead  in  public  and  family  prayers,  both  among  the  old 
and  the  young  men.  This  is  largely  due  to  the  system  of  prayer- 
meetings  held  in  the  circuit.  In  the  circle  of  prayer  at  Mooresville 
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•Terj-mMilMr  prajg  in  public  nhen  CAlled  on.  Of  bo  larj^e  an  in- 
gathering of  new  converts,  a  smaller  proportion  hare  backBlidden 
and  gone  back  to  the  world  than  I  have  ever  known. 

At  a  meeting  just  closed  at  McK«ndree  32  souls  made  a  pro- 
fession of  faith  and  14  were  added  to  the  church.  92  children 
have  been  baptised  since  the  last  District  Conference.  The  sacra- 
ment of  the  Lord's  Supper  is  administered  twice  a  year  at  each 
church  and  is  very  largely  attended  and  enjoyed.  No  missionary 
ground  within  our  bounds.  We  have  four  Sunday  schotila  dqing 
well  and  using  our  literature  throughout.  I  am  giving  Black 
Board  exercises  this  year  which  have  done  much  to  interest  and  in- 
struct the  children,  and  promote  the  cause  generally.  This  m«thod 
of  fixing  religious  truth  in  the  young  mind  and  heart  is  worthy  the 
attention  of  all  Sunday  school  workers.  Our  Financial  system  is 
the  subscription  plan  throughout.  The  assessments  for  1880  are 
as  follows:  Bishops  $10;  P,  E.  $100;  Pastor  $800;  Conference 
collection  ^iS;  Foreign  Missions  $48;  Domestic  Missions  $35.  To 
date  the  P.  £.  has  received  $30,  and  pastor  $250.  The  entire 
amount  of  salaries  and  collections  are  secured  by  private  and  pub- 
lic subscription  and  caah.  In  addition  to  the  money  subscriptions 
we  have  induced  a  large  number  of  brethren  at  each  church  to 
plant  each  a  row  of  cotton  150  yards  long»  as  "mis-iionary  cx)tton" 
the  proceeds  of  which  when  gathered  will  be  added  to  our  mission- 
ary collections,  by  which  means  we  hope  to  go  far  beyond  our  as- 
sessments. $525.00  have  been  paid  since  last  district  conference 
in  church  repairing  and  painting.  There  is  no  strictly  Methodist 
school  in  the  bounds  of  our  work,  but  there  are  good  schools  of  all 
grades  and  are  well  patronized.  Miss  Lucy  Journey  is  principal 
of  a  most  excellent  and  growing  school  at  Davidson  college.  We 
now  have  a  complete  set  of  well-kept  church  records. 

DAVIE  CIKCUIT. 

,r  .J^avie  circuit  was  called  and  Rev.  J.  C.  Rowe,  the  Pastor,  re- 
ported the  following: 

The  spiritual  condition  of  Davie  circuit  is  tolerably  good,  but 
not  as  we  would  like  to  see  it.  We  have  442  members,  a  large  num- 
ber of  whom  possess  and  enjoy  experimental  religion.  They  have 
the  interest  of  the  church  at  heart  and  labor  for  its  good  We 
have  some  members  who  practice  the  form,  but  do  not  feel  the 
power  of  Godliness.    The  morals  in  a  part  of  the  territory  of  the 
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circuit  are  not  as  good  as  we  could  expect  to  find  in  a  section  of 
country  so  well  adapted  to  farming  and  honorable  pursuits.  In 
those  sections,  whiskey  does  a  great  deal  toward  shaping  the 
morals.  Some  other  sections  within  the  circuit  are  noted  for  in- 
teUigence  and  good  morals.  This  circuit  is  not  as  strong  in  una- 
nimity and  brother-love  as  it  ought  to  be. 

The  attendance  upon  the  ordinances  of  the  church  is  good,  ex- 
cept in  fasting  or  abstinence.  I  beheve  this  is  totally  neglected, 
and  family  prayer,  I  believe  is  kept  up  only  in  a  few  families. 

The  sacraments  are  obserred.  We  have  a  large  number  of 
members  who  commune  when  they  have  access  to  the  Lord's  table. 
The  baptism  of  infants  is  attended  to,  although  this  sacrament  is 
partially  neglected  by  parents  not  having  their  children  baptized. 
The  attendance  on  the  social  meetings  of  the  church  is  moderately 
good.  Since  the  last  annual  conference  five  members  have  been 
received  into  the  church.  Four  have  died.  Six  children  have 
been  baptized.  There  is  no  missionary  ground  within  the  bounds 
of  the  Davie  circuit.  We  have  six  Sunday  schools  in  the  Davie 
circuit,  in  which  there  are  350  persons  enlisted  as  teachers  and 
scholars.  Four  of  those  schools  use  our  Sunday  school  hterature. 
All  the  schools  are  doing  well.  The  greatest  difficulty,  standing 
in  the  way  of  large  improvement  in  our  Sunday  schools,  is  that 
parents  do  not  attend  Sunday  school  with  their  children. 

As  to  education  generally  I  am  pleased  that  I  am  able  to  make 
a  good  report.  Near  Olive  Branch  church,  there  is  a  good  acade- 
mic school,  taught  by  Mr.  J.  F.  Brower  who  is  a  graduate  of  Trini- 
ty College  and  a  thorough  Methodist.  Bro.  Brower's  school  is  a 
success.  At  Smith  Grove  Kev.  A.  K.  Murchison  begun  a  school 
last  Spring  which  is  largely  patronized  and  is  succeeding  finely. 
The  church  at  Fulton  is  small  in  number,  but  larger  in  works. 
Miss.  M.  E.  Meinung,  who  is  an  accomphshed,  educated  and  chris- 
tian lady,  teaches  an  academic  school  at  Fulton.  The  school  is 
not  large  but  is  successful.  Our  people  have  faith  in.  education 
and  they  show  their  faith  by  their  works.  The  assessment  plan 
has  been  adoj)ted  for  rai&ing  money  for  the  suppoii  of  the  minisfery, 
Assessed  the  present  year  for  the  support  of  the  ministry:  $95  for 
Presiding  Elder,  and  $52^.00  for  the  preacher  in  charge.  Paid  of 
these  salaries  $70.00  to  ^,  E.,  to  P.  C.  $300.00.  The  contributions 
to  chiu'ch  purposes  are  small*    Our  assessment  ^is  $123.00;  about 


$50.00  have  been  subscribed  and  paid.  I  iannot  say  what  amount 
of  the  assessment  we  will  be  able  to  raise. 

I  have  sold  about  $35  worth  of  books,  chiefly  hymn  bookt.  We 
have  raised,  by  public  collection,  $43.25  for  the  orphans  at  Oxford, 
N.  C. 

We  have  five  houses  of  worship  on  the  Davie  circuit,  two  of 
them  are  old  and  dilapidated.  Some  lumber  has  been  gotten  to 
build  a  church,  at  one  of  these  places,  and  a  building  committee 
has  been  appointed  for  the  other:  I  have  a  slender  hope  of  seeing 
new  churches  at  both  places.  We  have  three  good  houses  of  wor- 
ship. One  of  these  is  in  debt.  We  hope  to  provide  for  its  pay- 
ment this  year. 

The  cii'cuit  has,  thii  year  purchased  a  parsonage  and  paid 
$425.00  for  it.  It  is  paid  for.  The  parsonage  is  located  seven  miles 
north  of  Mocksville,  at  Smith  Grove,  which  is  a  quiet  village.  A 
preacher's  family  is  well  cared  for  here.  I  think,  since  I  have  the 
test  of  experience  to  guide  me,  that  the  trustees  were  fortunate  in 
locating  the  parsonage  here.  The  house  is  a  plain  two  story  build- 
ing, containing  4  rooms  and  a  cook  room  and  a  porch.  The  lot 
contains  about  one  acre  of  land.  There  are  enough  out  bu^iogs 
to  meet  all  necessities.  The  entire  church  property  on  the  circuit 
is  worth  about  four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

J.  c.  Rowia. 

On  motion  conference  adjourned  with  the  benediction  by  Rev. 
M.  Toy. 

At  8  o'clock,  P.  M.,  Rev.  M.  V.  Sherrill  preached  at  Jonesville 
from  Psalms  Ixii:  5;  and  Rev  N.  E.  Cdetrane  at  Elkin  from  Pealmfl 
viii:  4. 

Friday  Mornino,  July  30. 

Conference  met  at  the  usual  hour,  and  was  opened  with  re- 
ligious services,  conducted  by  Rev.  J.  T.  Harris. 

The  minutes  of  the  evening  session  read  and  approved. 

The  roll  was  called  and  the  following  additional  membePB 
responded  to  their  names,  viz:  Rev  T.  A.  Cooft,  Pastor  oi  Mocks- 
ville circuit,  and  Bro.  H.  C.  Holman,  alternate  in  place  of  L.  B. 
Walker  from  Mocksville. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  M.  V.  Sherrill,  the  Pastor  Mid  Lay  De^le^ 
gates  of  Surry  circuit  were  added  to  the  CommHtce  on  Circuit 
Boundaries. 
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On  mokon  of  the  Kev.  Jameg  Wilson,  the  further  calling  of  the 
roll  was  dispensed  with. 

STATESVILLB  STATION. 

Statesville  Station  was  called  and  Rev.  B.  R.  Hall,  the  Pastor, 
made  the  following: 

We  have  on  our  church  roll  two  hundred  and  fourteen  mem- 
bers. The  spiritual  condition  of  this  charge  is  highly  encouraging. 
There  are  evidences  of  considerable  vitality.  A  large  per  cent,  of 
our  people  have  a  religion  that  they  feel  and  enjoy.  Some,  I  am 
sorry  to  add,  do  not  seem  to  have  much,  if  any  enjoyment.  But 
take  the  membership  as  a  whole,  it  is  in  possession  of  a  spiritual 
power  that  promises  a  vigorous  growth  in  the  divine  life.  Our 
congregations  are  large  and  attentive.  The  attendance  upon 
prayer  meeting  is  fair,  but  not  all  that  it  should  be.  We  have  a 
class  meeting  every  Sabbath  afternoon  that  is  doing  good.  During 
the  year  we  have  had  thirty  accessions  to  the  church.  Have  bap- 
tised seventeen  children  and  three  adulta  The  sacrament  of  the 
Lord's  supper  is  well  attended. 

We  have  no  missionary  ground  within  the  bounds  of  the  charge. 
We  preach  once  a  month  at  a  school  house  3  miles  from  town. 

We  have  one  Sunday  school,  which  is  doing  well  and  accom- 
phshing  good.  It  has  one  superintendent,  one  assistant,  10  teach- 
ers, 125  scholars  on  the  roll.  We  use  our  Sunday  school  Hterature, 
subscribing  for  10  copies  of  the  magazine,  60  copies  of  our  Lesson 
Quarterlies  and  60  copies  of  Our  Litth  People.  We  also  use  Mc- 
Tyer's  Catechism,  Thigpen's  Catechism  and  the  Infant's  Manual. 
The  penny  collections  up  to  date  foots  up  $25. 

The  following  assessments  have  been  made :  for  Pastor  $550, 
paid  $277.86;  Presiding  Elder  $55,  paid  $20.50;  District  Parsonage 
$60,  paid  $15.  Wejhave  raised  for  contingent  expenses  $25.50;  for 
Bible  cause  $3.00;  for  education  $17.50.  The  whole  assessment  for 
conference  claims  amounts  to  $82,  every  cent  of  which  will  be  paid. 
The  ladies  have  raised  and  expended  over  $100  on  the  parsonage 
and  the  preacher  has  a  neatly  furnished  and  comfortable  home. 
We  use  the  assessment  plan  and  find  that  it  works  better  than  any 
other.  All  the  claims  upon  the  charge  will  be  met.  My  people 
believe  in  paying  their  debts. 

We  have  organized  a  Woman's  Missionary  Society  which  has 
about  25  members  and  is  a  succ^gs,    The  Quarterly  Conference 
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Records  are  faithfully  kept.  A  people  more  kind  I  Imve  never 
served.  They  are  ever  mindful  of  their  preacher's  wants  and  com- 
forts. They  respond  readily  to  the  demands  of  the  church  and 
engage  heartily  in  every  good  work.  God  has  blessed  and  con- 
tinues to  bless  them. 

G.  W.  Clegg,  J.  B.  Connelly,  P.  TomHn  and  H.  X.  Dwire,  made 
encouraging  statements,  endorsing  the  Pastor's  report. 

MOCKSVILLE  CIRCUIT. 

Mocksville  circuit  was  called,  and  Eev.  T.  A.  Coon,  Pastor,  read 
his  report  as  follows : 

The  type  of  piety  in  the  members  of  this  circuit  is  not  uniform. 
While  many  seem  to  be  governed  almost  entirely  by  the  principles 
of  religion,  there  are  others  who  are  not  applying  themselves  to 
the  improvement  of  the  advantages  afforded  for  "growth  in  grace 
and  in  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ."  We 
have  many  earnest,  faithful  Christians  who  are  witnessing  daily  to 
the  saving  efficacy  of  divine  grace,  and  some  who  seem  to  have  a 
very  inadequate  conception  of  Christian  privileges.  The  ordi- 
nances of  the  church  are  welll  attended.  At  some  of  the  churches 
the  attendance  on  the  social  meetings  is  good,  at  others  not  so  en- 
couraging. Upon  the  whole,  we  think  we  may  safely  report  the 
hurch  in  fair  spiritual  condition. 

There  is  no  missionary  territory  in  the  bounds  of  this  circuit. 

The  assessment  plan  is  operated.for  raising  Preacher's  and  Pre- 
siding Elder's  salaries.  The  other  collections  are  taken  in  the  usual 
way. 

We  have  eight  Sunday  schools.  Some  of  these  are  conducted 
on  the  lesson  paper  system;  , in  others  our  Sunday  school  literature 
is  not  used.    The  cause  of  education  is  receiving  some  attention. 

We  have  seven  houses  of  worship,  all  in  good  condition  with 
one^exception.  We  have  also  a  new  church  building  in  process  of 
erection. 

We  have  one  parsonage  in  tolerably  fair  condition. 

The  Records  of  the  Quarterly  Conferences  have  been  well  kept. 

IREDELL  CIRCUIT. 

Iredell  cii'cuit,  Rev.  M.  V.  Sherill,  Pastor,  made  the  following 
report: 

The  spiritual  condition  of  the  charge  is  fair.    We  have  recently 
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had  a  series  of  meetings  at  Olin,  conducted  by  sister  Louisa  Paint- 
er, the  celebrated  female  evangelist,  whom,  I  sincerely  believe,  to 
have  been  as  truly  and  divinely  called  to  teach  religion,  or  to  ex- 
hort, or  preach,  if  you  please,  as  ever  St.  Paul  was.  By  her  sim- 
plicity of  manners,  cultivated  and  refined  social  qualities,  deep 
piety,  thorough  consecration,  and  the  simple,  beautiful,  persuasive 
eloquence,  of  her  public  addresses,  she  won  all  hearts,  and  was  the 
honored  instrument  of  God  in  accomplishing  great  good.  "Ye 
shall  know  them  by  their  fruits.  Do'  men  gather  grapes  of  thorns, 
or  figs  of  thistles  ?"  The  meeting  resulted  in  47  professions,  and 
31  accessions.  No  special  revival  interest  at  any  other  point, 
though  no  special  efforts  have  been  made  in  that  direction.  On 
account  of  much  family  affliction  within  the  last  two  months,  I  have 
not  been  able  to  hold  any  protracted  meetings.  I  consider  the 
spirituality  of  the  church  now  an  improvement  on  last  year. 

"We  have  had  no  trouble  with  worldly  amusements.  Several 
still  houses,  bar-rooms,  and  a  good  deal  of  drinking  to  contend 
with.  We  have  doubtless,  some  church  members  who  use  liquor 
for  other  than  medical  purposes,  and,  perhaps,  to  excess.  Family 
altars,  comparatively  few,  though  a  good  many  who  faithfully  and 
punctually  keep  up  family  worship.  We  have  class  meetings  and 
prayer  meetings  regularly  held  at  several  places;  though  by  no 
means  a  general  revival  of  these  social  and  profitable  means  of 
grace.  Ordinances  well  observed.  A  very  large  23roportion  of  our 
people  commune.  Our  people  believe  in  Infant  Baptism;  and  their 
faith  is  shown  by  their  works.  I  have  had  fewer  adults  to  baptise 
than  in  any  charge  I  have  ever  served. 

We  have  nine  regular  appointments,  filled  monthly.  Five  of 
these  are  served  on  Sunday;  the  others  on  Saturday  evening.  The 
attendance  at  the  Sunday  services,  and  at  one  of  the  Saturday  ap- 
pointments good;  at  the  others  very  small.  Deportment  of  the 
congregations,  and  attention  to  the^word,  very  good.  Have  received 
in  all  35;  lost  in  all  9;  1  by  expulsion;  3  by  death;  1  removed  by 
letter;  5  gone  and  withdrawn;  total  membership  525,  a  small  in- 
crease on  the  statistical  report  at  last  Annual  Conference. 

No  mission  territory  ready  for  occupancy.  Assessment  for 
Foreign  Missions,  $47.00;  Domestic  Missions,  $33.00.  I  think 
these  amounts,  and  in  fact  all  of  the  conference  collections  will  be 
raised.    No  collections  taken  up  yet.    The  Sunday  school  interest 
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is  at  a  low  ebb.  The  greatest  difficulty  is  in  a  want  of  interest 
and  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  paremts,  and  the  adult  member- 
ship of  the  church,  in  attending,  and  contributing  liberally  in  sup- 
plying the  school  with  a  sufficiency  of  suitable  hterature.  Two 
schools  have  been  kept  alive  through  the  winter;  the  others  have 
only  a  brief  existence  through  part  of  the  spring  and  summer 
months.  Uniform  lessons  only  partially  used.  I  am  not  prepared 
with  a  statistical  report.  As  to  education  in  general,  I  think  Ire- 
dell circuit  is  above  an  average.  We  have  an  excellent  high  school 
at  Olin;  some  good  primary  schools;  and  our  people,  generally 
manifest  a  commendable  interest  in  the  education  of  their  children. 
Financially,  the  circuit  is  looking  up.  Assessed  for  P.  E.  $100.00; 
for  P.  C.  $700.00.  Paid  up  to  date,  $349. 76 J.  Thisfis  an  improve- 
ment on  last  year,  both  in  the  assessments  and  collections.  I  think 
all  claims  will  be  paid  in  full. 

The  assessment  plan  generally  adopted.  It  is,  doubtless  the 
best.  No  plans  give  general  satisfaction.  Comfortable  parsonage, 
moderately  furnished.  There  are  8  church  buildings.  Good 
houses  at  Eagle  Mills  and  Turnersburg;  the  others  rather  indiffer- 
ent; some  of  them  considerably  dilapidated.  At  Olin  we  have 
worshiped  for  several  years  in  a  "hired  house."  We  are  preparing 
to  build  at  Olin  and  Snow  Creek.  Quarterly  Conference  Records 
properly  and  faithfully  kept. 

ALEXANDER  CIRCUIT. 

Alexander  circuit,  Rev.  S.  R.  Traywick,  Pastor,  read  his  report 
as  follows: 

The  spiritual  state  of  Alexander  circuit  is  very  good  in  the 
main.  The  attendance  upon  the  ordinances  of  the  church  is  good. 
At  most  of  the  appointments  the  prayer  meetings  are  weU  attended. 
Not  many  class  meetings  held,  except  what  the  preacher  holds. 
There  is  a  disposition  to  improve  in  this  respect.  The  entire  spir- 
itual and  working  condition  of  the  church  is  improving.  The  Sun- 
day schools,  ten  in  number,  are  in  good  working  condition.  At 
nearly  every  school  the  influence  is  widening.  The  Nashville  Sun- 
day school  literature  has  been  introduced  in  all  the  schools  except 
two.  At  two  of  the  regular  appointments  there  are  no  Sunday 
schools.  650  children,  and  70  teachers  in  all  the  schools.  The 
schools  are  well  conducted,  and  singing  is  a  prominent  feature. 
There  are  but  three  day  schools  conducted  by  Methodist  teachw 
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Some  scbools  in  Taylorsville  conducted  by  other  denominations, 
have  Methodist  ptaronage.  The  State  schools,  which  are  very  in- 
adequate, are  the  chief  educational  facilities.  The  assessment 
plan  is  usually  adopted  to  meet  current  expenses.  I  think  the 
missionary  and  conference  assessments  will  be  raised,  also  the  as- 
Bessment  for  the  District  parsonage. 
Ten  appointments.    670  members. 

Four  of  the  church  houses  are  comfortable ;  the  others  are  not 
at  all  comfortable  or  adequate  to  the  neceessities.  Some  disposi- 
tion to  build  houses  at  two  places.  The  parsonage  lot  contains 
about  one  acre.  The  house  is  in  bad  condition  and  poorly  furnish- 
ed.   The  Records  are  well  kept. 

The  following  are  the  assessments:  District  parsonage  $.39.00; 
Circuit  parsofttage,  |10.00;  for  Nashmlle  Advocate  and  Sunday  school 
literature,  1^30.50;  for  J?a^'^A  Gkristim  Adv/ocaie,  $16.00;  about 
$100.00  paid  oh  preaeher's  saliMy.  Six  adults  baptised;  eight  re- 
ceived into  the  obureli;  tbifieen  children  baptised.  » 

About  160  femilies  have  been  vieited  and  prayed  with  by  the 
pa0k)r. 

The  pastor  also  made  very  interesting  statements  of  the  Sunday 
school  work,  and  Bros.  Sharpe  and  Laws  made  remarks,  endors- 
isg  the  Pastor's  report. 

LITTLE  RIVEB  MISSION. 

Little  River  Mission  wbs  called,  and  in  the  absence  of  the  Pastor, 
Bet.  A.  Carson,  Rev.  R.  O.  Barrett,  P.  E.,  made  some  remarks  on 
the  work. 

HUNTING  CREEK  MISSION. 

fiimting  Creek  Mission  was  called,  and  Rev.  A.  M.  Long,  the 
Pastor,  reported  as  follows: 

There  are  32  members  on  this  mission,  divided  into  4  small 
churches;  the  spiritual  state  is  good,  the  members ^eem  to  be 
striving  to  live  Christians;  they  are  generally  at  the  house  of  God,  and  * 
ini'attendance  upon  the  meetings  of  the  church.  The  number  of  peo- 
ple attending  preaching  has  increased  this  year  at  each  appoint- 
ment; there  are  only  6  appointments  on  the  work;  5  of  these  are 
permanent,  the  other  is  not.  About  30  have  been  converted.  I 
have  •dded  to  the  ehurcfe,  3  adults,  and  4  children' have  been  bap- 
tized. One  church  of  6  members  organized,  and  2  meeting  houses 
bavt  been  repaired  since  the  last  district  conference.    One  prayer 
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meeting  kept  up  regular  in  one  neighborhood.  We  have  4  Sunday 
schools  this  year;  the  number  belonging  to  them  is  21  officers  and 
teachers  and  167  scholars. 

No  literar}^  schools  higher  than  the  common  schools  are  on  this 
work.  Some  people  seem  interested  in  the  education  of  their 
children.  The  assessment  for  the  pastor  on  this  mission  for  the 
present  year  is  $G0. 00;  of  this  amount  $6.90  has  been  paid.  For 
the  District  parsonage  50  cents  has  been  collected  and  paid  over. 
The  outlook  on  this  work  is  encouraging  for  good  to  be  done  in  the 
future,  and  it  is  be  hoped,  that  by  the  power  of  the  Gospel  of  the 
Son  of  God,  and  the  fostering  care  of  the  N.  C.  Conference,  this 
field  will  yield  a  good  haiTest  to  the  garner  above,  and  to  the 
church. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Ii.  S..  Green,  tlie  following  were  appointed 
a  committee  on  missions,  viz:  Revs.  J.  J.  Renn,  S.  R.  Tray  wick, 
M.  Foy,  J.  F.  Craven,  A.  M.  Long,  and  T.  A.  Nicholson,  and  Bros. 
H.  ^.  Dwii-e,  W.  H.  Hubbard  and  J.  A.  Hudson. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  S.  R.  Traywick,  the  following  were  appointed 
a  committee  on  temperance,  viz:  Rev.  S.  R.  Traywick,  R.  R. 
Crawford  and  J.  B.  Connelly. 

YADKIN VILLE  CIRCUIT.-. 

Yadkinville  circuit  was  called,  and  Rev.  S.  D.  Peeler,  Pastor, 
reported  as  follows: 

The  circuit  is  in  a  good  spiritual  condition  since  last  conference. 
Some  seventy  or  eighty  have  been  converted,  and  fifty  seven  join- 
ed the  church. 

The  ordinances  of  the  church  are  well  attended,  except  that  of 
Infant  Baptism.  Our  communion  seasons  .have  been  precious. 
During  the  year  forty  five  adults,  and  seven  infants  h^ve  beon  bap- 
tised. 

We  have  some  interesting  prayer  meetings.  The  chuixh  con- 
ferences are^retty  well  attended. 

The  Sunday  school  interest  is  growing  at  some  points  on  the 
circuit.  Some  of  the  schools  use  the  Lesson  Papers.  Those  with 
the  Lesson  Papers  succeed  best. 

The  general  state  of  education  is  not  what  it  should  be.  Only 
a  few  schools  of  moderately  high  grade,  and  these  not  attended  as 
they  might  be.  It  is  gratifying,  though,  that  there  is  an  increased 
interest  manifested  on  this  important  subject. 
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At  some  of  the  churches  the  assessment  plan  is  adopted  for 
meetiifg  the  expenses  of  the  circuit;  at  others,  the  subscription. 
Thus  far  one  third  of  the  claims  have  been  met.  The  collections 
ordered  by  the  conference  have,  in  a  great  measure  been  raised  by 
cash  and  subscription.  During  the  past  year  about  eight  hundred 
dollars  have  been  raised  for  church  building.  Within  four  years 
past,  five  new  houses  have  been  built  and  paid  for.  Some  of  these 
are  not  only  large,  but  in  good  style,  and  when  fully  finished  will 
be  very  comfortable.  Our  new  church  in  Yadkinville,  when  com- 
plete, will  be,  by  far,  the  best  church  in  the  county.  We  are  still 
at  work,  in  faith  and  hope  on  this  line,  and  as  fast  as  we  can  raise 
money,  we  give  it  form  in  churches.  The  old  churches,  with  one 
exception,  are  all  in  pretty  good  condition . 

We  have  a  good  parsonage  newly  repaired  and  comfortably 
furnished. 

The  church  property  on  this  circuit  is  worth  about  six  thousand 
dollars. 

Our  church  records  are  well  kept. 

Bros.  A.  N.  Tomlinson,  S.  A.  Jarvisand  Rev.  R.  G.  Green  made 
remarks,  endorsing  the  report. 

On  motion  "of  Rev.  Jas.  Wilson,  to-morrow  morning  — Sat- 
urday— following  the  opening  services,  was  appointed  as  the 
order  of  the  day  for  the  election  of  Lay  Delegates  to  the  Annual 
Conference,  and  for  fixing  the  place  of  holding  the  next  session  of 
the  District  Conference. 

Conference  adjourned  for  preaching.  Rev.  B.  R.  Hall  preach- 
ing from  John  iii:  16. 

.  Afternoon  Session,  July  30th. 

Conference  met  at  3  o'clock,  and  was  opened  with  religious  ex- 
ercises by  Rev.  M.  Foy .  The  following  Delegates  were  reported 
as  having  arrived,  viz:  Rev.  Dr.  D.  A.  Holcomb,  J.  B.  Holcomb,  A, 
A.  Tucker,  Scales  Eldridge  and  Henry  Hobson. 

statesville  circuit. 

Statesville  circuit  was  called,  and  the  Pastor,  Rev.  T.  L.  Triplett, 
reported  as  follows: 

The  spiritual  interest  is  fair.  There  is  a  regular  increase  in  the 
life,  energy  and  power  of  reUgion.  The  attendance  upon  the  or- 
dinances and  social  meetings  of  the  church  is  good.  Class  meet- 
ings are  kept  up  at  one  church,  and  prayer  meetings  at  nearly  all 
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the  churches.  A  brighter  day  will  soon  dawn  upon  us;  the  day- 
star  is  now  rising.  ■> 

There  is  no  missionary  territory  in  the  bounds  of  this  work. 
The  sound  of  the  gospel  trumpet  echoes  through  all  these  hills  and 
valleys,  *'glad  tidings  of  good."  No  Macedonian  cry  is  heard 
*'come  over  and  help. " 

The  Sabbath  school  interest  is  improving.  There  are  5  Sab- 
bath schools  on  the  circuit,  conducted  in  the  Methodist  style. 

Our  financial  system  is  by  subscription.  The  claims  of  the  cir- 
cuit in  every  respect,  I  think,  will  be  fully  met.  There  are  two  new 
churches  in  course  of  erection;  one  51x36  feet,  the  other  65x40  feet 
will  be  nearly,  if  not  entirely,  completed  this  fall  and  winter.  The 
houses  of  worship  are  neat.  There  is  a  small  parsonage  not  fur- 
nished, and  occupied. 

The  records  of  the  Quarterly  Conference  have  been  tolerably 
well  kept. 

Bro  J.  A.  Stone  made  some  remarks  respecting  the  statements 
of  the  work. 

MOUNT  AIKY  CICUIT. 

Mount  Airy  circuit  was  called  and  the  Pastor,  Rev.  N.  E.  Cole- 
trane  made  the  following  report: 

I  have  in  my  charge  3  churches,  with  285  members.  The 
spiritual  condition,  as  indicated  by  attendance  at  church,  and  upon 
ordinances  is  good;  but  there  is  not  that  interest  in  the  social  meet- 
ings, which  would  result  from  exi^erimental  religion.  There  is 
some  territory  near  the  circuit  that  is  poorly  supplied  with  the 
gospel,  but  hardly  practical  mission  ground. 

There  is  a  Sabbath  school  at  each  church,  in  which  our  Sunday 
school  literature  is  extensively  used.  These  schools  are  all  in  a 
healthy  condition.  There  is  also  an  auxiliary  school  conducted  by 
the  members  of  our  church,  which  promises  to  be  a  success.  The 
Lesson  Papers  &c.,  will  soon  be  introduced  into  it.  In  all  these 
schools  there  are  about  225  students  and  teachers.  Our  people  are 
educating  their  children  as  liberally  as  any  other  class  in  this  sec- 
tion. We  have  a  good  school  at  Mt.  Airy,  Bro.  James  Wil- 
son as  Principal  and  Miss  Mamie  Barrett  assistant.  This  school 
is,  however,  not  a  church  enterprise,  nor  is  it  sectarian;  but  it  off- 
ers good  literary  advantages  to  all 
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The  assessment  of  the  members  at  all  the  churches  is  the  plan 
for  raising  the  salary  of  the  P.  E.  and  P.  C.  For  other  purposes 
we  take  up  public  collections  and  solicit  private  contributions. 
The  salaries  of  the  Pastor  and  Presiding  Elder,  will,  we  think,  be 
raised.  The  conference  and  missionar}^  collections  being  about  35 
cents  to  the  member,  we  fear  will  not  be  raised  in  full. 

The  church  buildings  are  in  tolerably  good  condition;  but  steps 
are  being  taken  to  improve  them  all.  About  $85  already  secured 
for  one  of  them.    There  is  no  parsonage. 

The  records  of  the  Quarterly  Conference  have  been  well  kept. 

Rev.  J.  Wilson  made  some  remarks  respecting  his  relation  to 
the  work,  and  its  prospects. 

SURRY  CIRCUIT. 

Surry  circuit  was  called,  and  the  Pastor,  Rev.  S.  J.  McLeod, 
made  theiollowing  report: 

The  spiritual  condition  of  the  circuit  is  good.  We  have  held 
several  protracted  meetings  with  ^od  results.  As  to  the  number 
of  conversions  we  cannot  say.  Ninety  five  have  joined  the  church 
up  to  this  time;  who  claim  that  they  were  soundly  converted  to 
God,  and  two  have  been  received  by  letter,  making  97  in  all. 
About  60  of  these  have  been  baptized,  and  received  into  the  church. 
A  good  many  of  the  others  were  members  of  other  churches,  who 
professed  religion  at  our  meetings  and  joined  our  church.  Six  chil- 
dren have  been  baptized. 

Attendance  at  communion  good.  Average  attendance  at  prayer 
meeting. 

Church  conferences,  love  feasts  and  class  meetings,  very  good. 

Our  people  like  their  experience  meetings  ver}'  much. 

Several  copies  of  the  Advocate  are  taken  on  the  circuit,  and  the 
reading  of  the  paper  tell  on  the  family  in  two  ways;  first  in  their 
piety;  second  in  their  liberahty. 

There  is  much  missionary  ground  within  the  bounds  of  the 
circuit.  ^ 

We  have  11  Sunday  schools,  with  695  scholars  in  good  work- 
ing order.    The  uniform  lessons  not  generally  used. 

As  to  financial  system  we  are  deficient.  The  subscription  plan 
is  the  one  used.  About  two  fifths  of  the  whole  assessment  have 
been  paid. 


18 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  SALISBURY 


The  financial  condition  is  low  through  the  circuit  is  doing 
better  than  it  has  ever  done  up  to  this  time.  The  ^Yhole  amount 
will  not  be  raised. 

About  one  third  of  the  assessments  ordered  by  the  Annual  Con- 
ference has  been  paid  or  secured.  We  are  determined  to  push 
their  claims  upon  the  people  with  the  hope  of  success. 

There  is  fifteen  appointments.  We  have  six  very  good  church 
buildings,  two  tolerably  good  log  houses,  the  other  appointments 
are  at  school  houses. 

Records  well  kept. 

Bros.  Burris,  Holcomb  and  Eldridge  made  favorable  remarks, 
confirmatory  of  the  report. 

PILOT  MOUNTAIN. 

Pilot  Mountain  circuit  was  called  and  Rev.  M.  Foy,  the  Pastor, 
reported  as  follows: 

I  have  been  endeavoring  to  ascertain  the  true  spiritual  condi- 
tion of  the  church  on  our  work  during  the  present  year,  that  I 
might  make  a  correct  report;  but  this  I  have  failed  to  do  to  my 
own  satisfaction.  I  think  however  that  our  people  are  growing  in 
gi-ace  and  in  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  We  have 
some  few  that  enter  heartily  into  the  work  and  manifest  a  com- 
mendable zeal  and  a  degree  of  spiritual  life  in  the  cause  of  God.  while 
others  take  little  interest;  we  hope  however  that  the  church  will,  ere 
long  come  out  of  the  wilderness,  looking  forth  as  the  morning:  "fan- 
as  the  moon,  clear  as  the  sun,  and  terrible  as  an  army  with  Banners." 
In  some  places  we  have  had  a  respectful  attendance  on  the  ordi- 
nances and  our  social  meetings;  it  is  very  evident,  notwithstanding, 
that  we  need  the  sympathy  and  prayers  of  the  church  in  the  more 
prosperous  portions  of  the  district,  and  hence  we  earnestly  solicit 
them,  believing  that  our  field  is  susceptible  of  great  improvement. 
We  have  been  doing  something  for  Sabbath  schools,  although  there 
is  great  opposition;  both  in  and  out  of  the  church  There  is  an 
increase  of  interest  felt  on  that  subject  among  our  people.  We 
have  been  getting  up  and  keeping  up  schools  for  the  purpose  of 
educating  our  children,  which  we  look  to  as  the  hope  of  building 
up  the  church  in  the  future. 

As  to  the  finances  we  neither  use  the  subscription  nor  assess- 
mentjplan,  but  leave  it  wholly  in  the  hands  of  the  stewards.  We 
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think  when  our  peo;^le  shall  become  more  liberal  in  that  portion  of 
the  work,  that  much  of  the  sorrowing  and  sighing  will  flee  away  and 
the  mountains  shall  break  forth  into  singing  and  the  little  hills  re- 
joice on  every  side. 

Rev.  F.  L.  Reid  and  S.  R.  Traywick  addressed  the  conference 
in  the  interest  of  the  Raleigh  Christian  Advocate. 

The  following  was  adopted: 

We  as  a  District  Conference,  acknowledge  the  potent  influence 
of  the  Raleigh  Christian  Advocate  where  ever  it  is  read,  but  regret 
that  so  few  of  the  church  members  subscribe  for  it.  "We  therefore 
heartily  recommend  it  to  the  patronage  of  the  members  of  the 
church  and  urge  them  to  support  it.         S.  R.  TRAYWICK, 

JAMES  WILSON. 

The  following  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  we  heartily  appreciate  the  visit  of  Rev.  F.  L. 
Reid,  one  of  the  editors  of  the  Raleigh  Christian  Advocate  to  this 
conference;  gladly  welcome  him  and  will  cheerfully  render  him  any 
assistance  we  can  in  the  circulation  of  his  paper. 

S.  R.  TRAYWICK, 
JAMES  WILSON. 

The  following  was  adopted: 

W^hile  we  recognize  the  fact  that  the  Raleigh  Christian  Advocate 
has  the  first  claims  upon  our  patronage,  we  would  not  be  forgetful 
ihsit  the  Nashville  Christian  Advocate,  edited  by  Rev.  O.  P.  Fitz- 
gerald, D.  D.,  is  the  organ  of  the  church.  We  therefore,  heartily 
endorse  and  recommend  it  to  the  patronage  of  the  chui'ch. 

We  also  recommend,  to  our  Sunday  schools,  the  Uniform  Lesson 
System  and  Sunday  School  papers  published  at  our  Publishing 
House  at  Nashville,  and  the  Sunday  School  Magazine. 

JAMES  WILSON, 

S.  R.  TRYAWICK.  » 

WILKES  CIRCUIT. 

Wilkes  circuit  was  called,  and  the  Pastor,  Rev.  E.  J.  Eudaily  re- 
ported as  f oltows : 

We  think  the  spiritual  condition  of  the  church  on  the  circuit  is 
tolerably  good,  compared  with  former  years.  We  think  in  this  re- 
spect, it  is  gradually  improving.  We  have  many  members  that 
seem  to  enjoy  heartfelt  religion,  and  aj-e  striving  to  live  in  the 
faithful  discharge  of  all  their  christian  duties.    We  also  have  many 
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others  that  appear  to  have  but  little  religious  life  about  them,  and 
are  doing  scarcel}^  anything  either  for  their  own  salvation,  or  the 
good  of  the  church.  Yet  on  the  whole  we  are  satisfied  that  true, 
solid  piety  is  increasing.  With  a  few  exceptions,  general  good- 
will and  harmony  prevail  among  the  church  members.  Very  few 
are  walking  disorderly.  Some  names  have  been  dropped  from  the 
class  books  and  some  expelled.  We  have  had  but  little  trouble  in 
reference  to  wordty  amusements.  About  Christmas  some  of  the 
young  members  were  enticed  away,  and  engaged  in  dancing,  but  - 
since  then  we  know  of  none  that  have  participated  in  such  amuse- 
ments. The  greatest  difficulty  with  which  the  church  has  to  con- 
tend, is  the  "Hquor  business."  Formerly  some  of  our  members 
were  engaged  both  in  distilling  and  dealing  in  intoxicating  liquors, 
and  it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  the  discipline  could  be  admin- 
istered in  this  respect.  At  present  no  member  is  known  to  be  en- 
gaged in  this  business.  Dram-drinking  is  still  indulged  in  by  a 
few,  but  we  think  the  number  is  decreasing.  The  attendance  on 
divine  worship  is  good.  The  congregations  have  increased  at  most 
of  the  appointments,  and  are  remarkably  well  behaved  and  atten- 
tive to  the  preaching  of  the  Word,  and  at  several  places  consider- 
able religious  interest  manifested.  Church  conferences  have  been 
held  in  every  soicety,  and  have  resulted  in  much  good.  Efforts 
have  been  made  to  revive  class  meetings,  but  with  little  success. 
The  greatest  obstacle  in  the  way  was  the  want  of  proper  leaders. 
Prayer  meetings  have  been  held  at  a  few  places,  and  were  attend- 
ed with  good  effects.  Since  our  last  District  conference  50  mem- 
bers have  been  added  to  the  church,  and  8  infants,  and  22  adults 
baptized.  More  copies  of  the  Advocate  are  taken  now  on  the  cir- 
cuit than  ever  before.  We  have  10  regular  appointments,  and  9 
organizedjsocieties.  Have  7  churches  of  our  own.  Two  small  houses 
are  being  built,  which  are  intended  to  be  Methodist  churches,  but 
we  have  no  deeds  to  them  yet.  Five  of  our  churches  have  been 
built  within  the  past  4  years,  and  are  neat  frame  buildings  finished 
in  comfortable  style,  and  4  provided  with  good  stoves.  Of  the  re- 
maining two,  one  is  a  tolerably  good  hewed  log  building,  and  the 
other  is  considerably  out  of  repair.  We  are  making  efforts  to  re- 
place this  with  a  new  house,  which  we  hope  will  soon  be  done.  The 
estimated  value  of  our  churches  is  $3200,  and  their  seating  capaci- 
ty 2000.    The  number  of  members  is  402  white,  2  colored.  Two 
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new  societies  have  been  added  to  the  circuit  within  the  past  2  years, 

and  a  net  increase  of  70  members.  Church  register  not  properlj 
kept.  The  present  outlook  is  encouraging,  and  we  are  looking  foi 
a  refreshing  revival  season  before  the  close  of  the  present  year. 
The  following  assessments  were  made  for  this  conference  year: 
Bishop  $6;  RE  $70;  P.  C.  $200;  conference  fund  $20;  foreign 
missions  $32;  domestic  missions  $30;  district  parsonage  $40.  To  the 
present  there  has  been  paid:  P.  E.  $9;  P.  C.  $52;  foreign  mission 
$2;  domestic  $9;  district  j)arsonage  $15;  and  about  $30  for  other 
objects.  We  think  by  proper  effort  most  of  these  assessments  will 
be  paid.  The  plan  of  raising  the  assesments  is  partly  assessment, 
and  part  subscription.  Y\^e  have  had  9  Sunday  schools  in  opera- 
tion. One  is  now  suspended  on  account  of  sickness.  Eight  are 
now  being  carried  on,  and  most  of  them  in  good  condition.  Con- 
nected with  these  schools  there  are  8  superintendents,  35  teachers 
and  315  scholars.  These  schools  have  402  volumes  in  their  libraries 
valued  at  40  dollars.  Eight  dollars  have  been  raised  and  expend- 
ed in  Sunday  school  literature.  Seventy  three  copies  of  Quarter- 
lies and  other  lesson  papers  are  used.  These  are  mainly  from  our 
Publishing  House,  some  from  other  places.  The  interest,  in  the 
schools  is  fully  up  to,  if  not  superior  to  the  past  year,  and  no  doubt 
gi'eat  and  lasting  good  is  being  accomplished  in  training  the  chil- 
dren of  the  church,  and  the  j'oung  people  generally,  for  usefulness 
in  the  world,  and  the  church  of  God. 

EOARING  RIVER  MISSION. 

Roaring  River  Mission  was  called,  and  the  Pastor,  Rev.  J.  F. 
Craven,  reported  as  follows: 

First,  as  to  the  spiritual  condition. 

This  work  lies  mostly  in  Wilkes  county,  between  the  Blue  Ridge 
and  the  Yadkin  River,  extending  into  Watauga  county.  There 
has  been  ten  preaching  places  established,  mostly  in  destitute 
places,  where  there  was  but  very  little  Gospel  or  morals,  and  where 
strong  prejudices  existed  towards  Methodism.  We  began  this 
work  a  year  ago  under  these  unfavorable  circumstances.  We 
could  scarcely  get  over  two  dozen  hearers  on  the  Sabbath  at  fii'st. 
And  those  that  did  attend  looked  upon  a  Methodist  preacher  with 
some  suspicion.  But  many  difficulties  have  been  overcome.  Pre- 
judice, to  a  great. extent  has  given  way.  Our  congregations  are 
much  better  than  last  year.    Much  better  order  is  observed  in  time 
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of  worship.  Only  occasionally,  now,  a  person  conies  to  church  in- 
toxicated. Not  much  profanity,  now,  in  the  congregation,  while 
assembled  for  worship.  The  people  seem  to  be  more  anxious 
to  hear  the  gospel.  We  have  had  penitents  very  often  at 
single  week  day  apjoointments.  At  one  place  in  a  mountain  cove, 
entirely  cut  off  from  gospel  priviliges,  there  were  fourteen  per- 
sons attended  on  week  day  preaching,  eleven  of  that  number  were 
penitents,  and  three  made  profession  of  reHgion.  There  is  a  re- 
vival influence  at  nearly  all  the  appointments.  We  have  organized 
four  new  societies  on  this  work.  There  are  GO  members;  living 
active  members  in  the  midst  of  persecution  who  attend  faithfully  to 
the  means  of  grace,  and  think  the  time  long  between  preching  days, 
and  I  believe  some  them  would  be  willing  to,  lay  down  their  lives  for 
their  preacher.  Two  protracted  meetings  have  been  held,  where  the 
Lord  gi'aciously  poured  out  his  spirit  upon  the  people.  Fif- 
teen professed  conversion.  Eleven  have  joined  our  church.  Thir- 
teen have  been  bajDtized,  3  infants  and  10  adults,  and  we  hope  for 
many  more  by  the  close  of  the  year.  The  little  leaven  has  begun 
to  work,  and  may  the  Lord  grant  that  it  may  work  on  until  the 
whole  lump  is  leavened. 

As  to  church  property,  we  do  not  own  much  of  that.  One  church 
is  in  process  of  building.  Two  others  I  think  will  be  begun  short- 
ly. Some  of  our  preaching  places  are  just  out  under  nature's 
shelter.  But  God  is  not  confined  to  temples  made  with  hands, 
for  the  "heavens  of  heavens  cannot  contain  Him." 

As  to  Sabbath  schools.  There  is  much  to  encourage  in  this  di- 
rection. Two  schools  have  been  organized  and  successfully  carried 
on  where  such  a  thing  was  not  known  before,  and  that  too,  right 
in  the  midst  of  strong  oj)position,  where  preachers  were  preaching 
against  it.  Some  of  the  children  attending  contrary  to  the  will  of 
theii'  parents,  and  even  some  running  away  from  their  parents  to 
attend.  One  of  the  schools  raised  $3.00  to  get  our  Sabbath  school 
literature,  and  we  are  using  it  with  great  effect.  I  heard  a  class 
recite  10  lessons  in  a  catechism  on  review  and  never  missed  a  single 
question.  They  go  into  school  at  9  o'clock  and  stay  until  4  in  the 
evening,  taking  their  dinners  with  them.  I  saw  one  child  three 
years  old  recite  two  lessons  in  catechism  and  not  miss  a  single 
word.  There  are  three  schools;  no  libraries,  two  using  S.  S. 
Literature,  3[superintendeuts,  8  teachers  and  95  scholars.  The 


DISTPJCT  COXFEREJJCE.  23 

Sunday  schools  are  doing  good  and  have  been  a  lielp  to  the  gospel. 
As  to  the  financial  the  prospect  is  better  than  this  time  last  year. 
By  this  time  last  year  the  mission  had  paid  $3.35,  but  this  year 
$14. G5  has  been  received.  Upon  the  whole  think  the  mission  is 
growing,  gradually,  slowly,  but  steadily  and  requires  patience,  and 
perseverance,  with  great  sacrafices  and  hardships.  God  bless  the 
work. 

SALISBURY  STATION. 

The  spiiitual  state  of  the  church  in  this  charge  is  comparatively 
good,  and  is  hopeful  of  better  things  in  the  future.  There  is  less 
disorderly  conduct  than  in  the  past  history  of  the  church,  and  a 
slow  yet  steady  advancement  in  experimental  religion. 

The  Lord's  supper  is  administered  once  a  month;  the  attend- 
ance upon  this  sacrament  is  good. 

The  doctrine  of  infant  baptism  is  firmly  held,  and  its  practice 
generally  observed. 

Of  social  meetings  we  have  weekly  prayer  meetings,  class  meet- 
ings and  monthly  church  conferences,  and  quarterly  love  feasts. 
The  attendance  ought  to  be  much  better,  yet  it  is  at  present  encour- 
aging. 

There  is  no  mission  ground  in  the  bounds  of  the  charge. 

We  have  one  good  Sunday  school;  always  better  in  winter  than 
in  summer.  The  superintendent  is  always  at  his  post,  and  his  in- 
fluence over  the  school  is  only  for  good.  The  Uniform  Lessons  are 
used.    Blackboard  exercises  are  given  occasionally. 

The  financial  work  of  the  charge  is  steadily  improving. 
At  the  beginning  of  this  year  there  was  an  old  debt  on  the  church 
of  $600.00,  all  of  which  has  been  paid.  The  Pastor's  salary  has 
been  increased.  There  is  a  Woman's  Missionary  Society  in  suc- 
cessfuly  operation,  which  will  raise  this  year  nearly  as  much  for 
foreign  missions  as  the  whole  church  has  hitherto  been  doing.  We 
have  also  a  Mite  Society,  organized  this  year,  which  is  very  suc- 
cessful in  its  efforts  to  raise  a  sinking  fund  with  which  to  keep  the 
church  properly  fitted  up. 

Assessed  for  P.  E.,  $90;  paid  $55.75.  Assessed  for  Pastor  $850; 
paid  $345.00.  Total  $400.75.  Assessed  for  foreign  missions  $42; 
domestic  $30.00;  conference  collections  $42.00;  district  parsonage 
$60.00;  Bishop  $9  00 

Two  thirds  for  domestic  missions  is  in  hand.    Something  has 
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also  been  clone  for  foreign  missions.  I  tbiuk  all  our  assessments 
can,  and  perhaps  will  be  raised. 

Since  last  Annual  Conference  we  have  raised  for  the  Sunday 
school  $41.64;  for  incidental  expenses  $49.36. 

The  records  of  the  Quarterly  Conference  have  been  well  kept. 

There  has  been  no  revival  since  last  District  Conference,  but 
the  indications  for  one  are  at  present  very  encouraging. 

We  have  no  secular  school  under  the  control  of  our  church. 
The  town,  however  has  an  excellect  Graded  school,  which  is  at- 
tended by  nearly  all  of  our  Methodist  children.  Its  Principal  is  a 
thorough  Methodist,  and  his  administration  gives  universal  satis- 
faction. 

Following  this  the  Pastor  made  remarks  as  to  the  spiritual 
state  of  the  church  and  work  of  the  stewards.  Bros.  J.  W.  Mauny 
and  J.  F.  Ross  also  made  speeches,  encouraging  as  to  the  state 
and  prospects  of  the  charge . 

Minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

On  motion  conference  adjourned.  Rev.  J.  C.  Crisp  preached  at 
Jonesville,  at  8  o'clock,  from  2  Cor.,  v:l,  and  Rev.  W.  S.  Creasy  at 
Elkin,  from  Isaiah,  vi:8. 

Morning  Session,  Saturday,  July  31st. 

Conference  met  at  the  appointed  time,  and  was  opened  with 
religious  exercises  by  Rev.  E.  J.  Eudaily. 

Bro.  P.  Tomlin,  Alternate  Delegate  from  Statesville  station 
took  the  place  of  T.  C.  Anderson,  Principal,  who  is  absent.  Bro. 
E.  E.  Smith  took  the  place  of  A.  W.  Ellis  from  Davie  circuit. 

The  order  of  the  day  having  arrived,  the  Lay  Members  pro- 
ceeded to  elect  Delegates  to  the  Annual  Conference,  and  th^  con- 
ference to  the  place  of  holding  the  next  session  of  the  conference. 
Dr.  A.  A.  Scroggs,  A.  N.  Tomlin,  J.  B.  Connelly,  J.  F.  Ross  and 
Rev.  Dr.  D.  F.  Holcomb  were  elected,  and  H.  X.  Dwire,  J".  D.  Gas- 
kill  and  T.  L.  Gwyn  as  Alternates. 

Mt.  Tabor  church,  in  Salisbury  circuit  was  fixed  as  the  place 
of  holding  the  next  session. 

Bro.  H.  X.  Dwire  read  a  report  on  the  District  Parsonage  as 
follows : 

A  committee  on  the  District  Parsonage,  at  your  last  District 
Conference,  presented  a  report,  which  was  unnanimously  endorsed 
by  the  Conference,  locating  the  District  Parsonage  at  Statesville,  and 
proposing  to  have  the  stations  and  circuits  assessed,  on  the  basis 
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of  the  Presiding  Elder's  salary,  one  thousand  dollars  to  purchase 
or  build  a  District  Parsonage. 

At  the  Fourth  Quarterly  Conference,  for  the  year  1879,  held  at 
Statesville  station  a  board  of  trustees  for  the  District  Parsonage 
were  appointed  with  instructions  to  purchase  or  build  a  parsonage 
as  soon  as  funds  could  be  procured. 

About  January  1,  1880  the  board  of  trustees  purchased  the 
house  now  occupied  by  the  Presiding  Elder  for  $1100.00.  This 
is  a  new  frame  building,  two  stories  high,  with  an  ell;  has  six  rooms, 
window  blinds,  and.  is  painted.  There  is  also  on  the  lot,  a  pantry, 
stable  and  well  of  water. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  District  stewards,  for  the  Salisbury  District 
held  in  the  town  of  Statesville,  the  Pastoral  charges  were  assessed; 
and  have  since  paid  as  follows: 

Salisbury  Station  Assessed  $60.00;   paid  $— 


Salisbury  Circuit, 

Mooresville  Circuit,  

Statesville  Station,  

Statesville  Circuit,  

Iredell  Circuit,  

Surry  Cii'cuit,   

Alexander  Circuit,  

Wilkes  Circuit,  

Mt.  Airy  Circuit,  

Davie  Circuit,  

Mocksville  Circuit, . . . . 

Yadkin ville  Circuit,  

Lenoir  Circuit,  

Caldwell  Circuit,  

Hunting  Creek  Mission, 


50.00;   "  19.75. 

70.00;   "  25.50. 

60.00;   "  15.00. 

30.00;   "  10.75. 

70.00;   "  28.10. 

50.00;   "  15.00. 

60.00;   "  39.00. 

40.00;   "  12.00. 

50.00;   "  44.36. 

50.00;   "  7.50. 

70.00;   "  37.95. 

50.00;   "  25.00. 

50.00;   "  

40.00;   " 


.50. 


The  circuits  of  Lenoir  and  Caldwell  were  taken  off  of  the  Shelby 
district  at  the  last  Annual  Conference  and  these  circuits  having  an 
interest  in  the  Shelby  District  Parsonage  expect  to  get  their  inter- 
est from  the  Shelby  District  to  pay  on  our  Parsonage. 

Besides  the  amounts  reported  collected  from  the  Pastoral 
charges  about  $400.00  were  received  from  the  Iredell  circuit,  the 
proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  old  District  Parsonage  at  Olin.  This 
has  been  applied  on  the  debt  for  the  Parsonage,  and  all  collections 
will  be  so  applied  until  the  whole  debt  is  paid  which,  it  is  hoped 
will  be,  before  the  close  of  the  present  conference  year. 

Kespectfully  submitted, 

H.  X.  DWIRE,  Secretary 
of  the  Board  of  District  stewards. 
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Conference  adjourned  for  preacbing.  Rev.  F.  L.  R^id  preach- 
ed from  Matthew  v:13;  and  Eph.  v:27. 

Evening  Session,  July  31st.,  1880. 

Conference  met  at  the  usual  hour,  and  was  opened  with  re- 
ligious services,  conducted  by  Rev.  J.  F.  Smoot. 

The  minutes  of  the  morning  session  read  and  apin'oved. 

LENOIR  circuit. 

Lenoir  circuit  was  called,  and  in  the  absence  of  the  Pastor,  Rev. 
J.  S.  Ervin,  Dr.  A.  A.  Scroggs  reported  as  follows: 
Spiritual  condition,  good. 

We  have  7  churches;  5  of  these  church  buildings  are  rather 
extra,  both  as  regards  fmish  and  taste. 

Finances  are  rather  behind,  but  we  hope  they  will  come  up  as 
they  usually  do. 

There  are  7  Sunday  schools;  all  flourishing;  in  5  of  these  the 
Lesson  Papers  are  used  vrith  success  and  satisfaction.  Two  of  these 
do  not  suspend  for  winter. 

Prayer  meetings  regularly  kept  at  two  churches. 

Class  meetings  revived.    Records  properly  kept. 

CALDWELL  CIRCUIT. 

Caldwell  circuit  was  called,  and  the  Pastor,  Rev.  J.  C.  Crisp, 
made  the  following  report: 

This  charge  consists  of  eight  a23pointments;  seven  churches,  and 
one  school  house;  all  regularly  served  every  four  weeks;  general 
attendance  good;  spiritual  condition  somewhat  encouraging.  At 
some  of  our  churches  class  meeting  is  regularly  held;  this  is  the 
case  wherever  faithful  leaders  can  be  obtained.  At  some  of  our 
churches  prayer  meeting  is  regularly  conducted;  at  other  places; 
this  dut}-  is  neglected.  Some  heads  of  famihes  hold  family  prayerr 
in  other  households  this  is  not  done.  We  think  but  few  of  our 
members  indulge  in  the  use  of  intoxicating  drink;  sorry  that  any 
do.  Some  of  our  people  consecrate  their  children  by  baptism;  by 
others  this  is  neglected.  We  have  eight  Sabbath  schools  very  well 
attended,  and  we  think  in  a  condition  of  moderate  jDrosperity,  in 
some  of  which  the  literature  of  our  church  is  exclusively  used,  in 
others  it  is  not  used  at  all .  Five  of  our  houses  of  v/orship  are  good 
buildings,  the  others  in  a  state  of  dilapidation.  We  have  one  new 
church  in  course  of  erection,  the  expense  of  which  will  not  be  less 
than  eight  hundred  dollars.    We  have  no  parsonage,  but  some 
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parsonage  furniture.  Something  less  than  half  the  assessment  for 
P.  E.  and  P.  C. ,  has  been  paid.  The  collections  ordered  by  the 
Annual  Conference  are  being  raised  by  subscription.  The  records 
of  the  Quarterly  Conference  are  well  kept.  Church  property  is 
worth  three  thousand  dollars;  circuit  not  in  debt.  The  general 
cause  of  education  is  at  low  water-mark. 

Bro.  Hoover,  Rev.  J.  C.  Crisp  and  Dr.  Scrogga  made  some  re- 
marks respecting  the  status  of  the  educational  interest,  and  their 
prospects. 

A  letter  from  Dr.  Jones,  President  of  Greensboro  Female  Col- 
lege, was  read  by  the  President,  respecting  the  condition  and  pros- 
pects of  the  college. 

The  committee  on  circuit  Boundaries  made  the  following  re- 
port: 

The  committee  on  circuit  Boundaries  at  its  first  meeting  ap- 
pointed sub-committees,  consisting  of  the  Pastors  and  Lay  Dele- 
gates of  each  charge  represented  by  the  committee,  and  after  hear- 
ing their  several  reports,  we  agree  to  recommend  no  changes  at 
present.   '  J.  T.  HARRIS,  Chairman. 

M.  V.  Sherrill,  Secretary. 

The  following  was  unanimously  adopted: 

Believing  as  we  do  in  general  missionary  work  of  the  church 
and  in  the  ultimate  evangelization  of  the  world,  and  also  realizing 
the  potent  influence  and  power  of  christian  women  in  this  great 
work,  that  we  heartily  endorse  "The  Woman's  Missionary 
Society  of  the  M.  E.  Church  South"  and  recommend  that  our 
preachers  and  people  use  all  reasonable  efforts  to  organize  this  so- 
society  at  as  many  points  as  possible  within  the  Salisbury  District, 
in  addition  to  the  ones  alread}'  organized. 

J.  T.  HARRIS, 
J.  J.  RENN. 

The  committee  on  missions  submitted  the  following  report 
which  was  adopted  as  follows: 

We  recommend  that  the  boundaries  of  the  Missions  in  SaHs- 
bury  District  remain  as  they  are  at  the  present  time,  except  the 
Pilot  Mountain  mission,  which  wo  recommend  to  be  blended  with 
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the  Mt.  Airy  circuit,  provided  it  suit  the  wishes  of  the  people  in 
the  two  charges.  MILES  FOY, 

J.  A.  HUDSON, 
T.  A.  NICHOLSON, 
J.  F.  CRAVEN, 
H.  X.  DWIEE, 
A.  M.  LONG, 
S.  B.  TEAYWICK, 
WM.  H.  HUBBAED. 

The  following  was  adopted: 

Hesolved,  That  we  are  not  reluctant  to  acknowledge  that  schools 
and  the  education  of  children  and  the  young  is  of  vital  importance, 
hence,  we  feel  it  to  be  a  christian  duty  to  exert  what  influence  we 
can  to  encourage  the  establishing  of  neighborhood  schools,  and  the 
building  up  and  strengthening  of  those  schools  that  are  already 
established. 

That  we  heartily  endorse  and  recommend  Greensboro  Female 
and  Trinity  Male  College,  as  having  the  highest  claims  upon  the 
patronage  of  our  people.  S.  E.  TEAYWICK. 

Eev.  S.  E.  Traywick  made  some  very  appropriate  remarks  upon 
the  subject  of  schools  and  education. 

The  following  was  adopted : 

Besolved,  That  every  member  of  the  church  of  Christ  ought  to 
lend  his  time  and  influence  to  the  promotion  of  the  Sunday  school 
cause,  and  where  ever  health  and  surroundings  will  admit,  it  is  his 
christian  duty  to  attend  its  sessions  and  promote  its  usefulness. 

E.  E.  CEAWFOED, 
M.  V.  SHEEEILL, 

Speeches  were  made  by  Bro.  E.  E.  Crawford  and  Eevs.  B.  E. 
Hall  and  S.  E.  Traywick  on  the  subject  of  Sunday  schools. 

The  following  was  read  by  Bro.  E.  E.  Crawford;  showing  the 
whole  amounts  assessed  for  the  support  of  the  ministry  in  the  Dis- 
trict, and  the  amounts  paid  up  to  the  time  of  the  meeting  of  the 
District  conference  in  each  of  the  years  named  respectively: 


Assessed.  Paid  up  to  District  Conference. 

1878.  $8040.00;  $2742.00. 

1879.  7705.00;   3185.G6. 

1880.  8355.00;   3730.00. 


Nine  doUars  and  sixty-five  cents  was  raised  to  aid  in  defraying 
the  expenses  of  publishing  the  minutes  of  the  conference. 
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Resolution  of  thanks  adopted  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  conference  are  due  and  are 
hereby  tendered  to  the  communities  of  Jonesville  and  Elkiu  for 
the  kind  and  hospitable  manner  in  which  they  have  entertained  it 
during  the  session.  JAMES  WILSON. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved,  and  on  motion  confer- 
ence adjourned,  sine  die,  after  singing  the  doxology  and  the  bene- 
diction being  pronounced  by  the  chairman. 

R.  a  BARRETT,  President. 

James  Wilson,  Secretary. 

M.  V.  Sherrill,  Assistant  Secretary. 


ADVERTISEMFNTS. 


[SUCCESSORS  TO  EOUSSEAU  &  FINLEY.] 

MERCHANDISE 


AND 


WILKESBORO,  N.C, 


Always  keeps  on  hand  a  fine  stock  of  AVERY'S  and  other  makes  of 


CULTIVATORS,  ETC. 

Several  kinds  of  Standard  Sewing  Machines 
Always  Kept  on  Hand. 


ENERA 


JOHH  0,  ROBSEAU  L  CO 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


THE 


STA.TESVILLE,  N.  O. 


JOS.  P.  CALDWELL,  Editor  and  Prop'r. 


Is  A  Newspaper  which  Should  be  Taken  by  Every  FA:\riLY  in  the 
Counties  op  Iredell,  Alexani^er,  Wilkes,  Ashe,  Alle- 
ghany, Watauga,  Surry  and  Yadkin. 


PUBLISHED  ATTHE  POLITICAL  CENTRE 

OF  the  seventh  congressional  district, 

It  has  special  facilities  for  gathering  the  News  from  the  adjacent  sections,  and  paying  es- 
pecial attention  to  the  interests  of  the  counties  named;  is  better  adapted  to  the  wants  of 
the  people  of  these  counties  than  any  other  paper  In  or  out  of  the  State.  The  LANDMARK 
has  been  in  existence  for  Six  Years,  and  is 

It  passed  into  the  hands  of  its  present  Proprietor  January  1st,  last,  since  which  time  it 
has  been  vastly  improved  in  every  particular.  Its  circulation  has  been  doubled  in  the  last 
seven  months.  In  Politics,  THE  LANDMARK  IS  DEMOCRATIC.  In  addition,  however,  to 
its  political  features,  it  is 

A  FIRST-CLASS  FAMILY  JOURNAL. 

And  no  parent  need  fear  to  place  it  in  the  hands  of  his  children.  It  studies  to  exert  a  health- 
ful, moral;  influence,  believing  that  an  important  part  of  the  duty  of  the  secular  press  is 
to  seek  to  elevate  the  standard  of  education,  morality  and  refinement  among  the  people.— 
Relying  upon  its  character  in  this  regard,  and  realizing  its  value  as  a  vehicle  of 

THE  LATEST,  FULLEST  AND  MOST  RELIABLE  NEWS. 

LOCAL,  STATE,  AND  GENERAL 

It  apppeals  to  the  people  in  whose  midst  &  interest  it  is  published,  for  their  countenance 

and  support.   

TERMS: 

One  year,  $2,00.  Six  months,  $1.00.  Three  months,  50  cent^. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


STOVES,  AND  TIN-WARE  AT  ROOK  BOTTOM  PRIOES. 

Large  and  extensive  stock  of  HAEDWARE,  STOVES,  and  TIN- WARE  kept 
constantly  on  hand  at  bis  old  stand  on  Sharpe's  Corner . 


To  any  one  wanting  a  GOOD  COOK  STOVE,  I  can  say  that  I  have  the  best 
Stove  on  the  market, 

''THE:  CAM:BK,ir>OE," 

Made  expressly  to  burn  wood,  with  fire-box  improved  to  prevent  burning  out 
the  back  and  grate .  I  also  have  Stoves  suitable  for  church  and  school  houses . 
I  keep  a  large  stock  of  Sheet  Iron  for  Tobacco  Barns  and  Molasses  Boilers. 

S.W.STIMSON,  -  -  Statesville,  N.  C. 


THE  MODE  OF 

CHRISTIAN  BAPTISM, 

BY  REV.  M.  V.  SHERRILL,  OF  N.  C.  CONFERENCE, 


A  neatly  printed  pamphlet  of  50  pagos,  giving  in  eight  chapters,  the  writer's 
Views  on  this  important  subject,  taking  as  the  basis  of  his  arguments  the  proofs 
given  in  the  Word  of  God.  The  chapters  run  under  the  following  headings: 
"How  Does  God  Baptism ?"  "The  Nature  of  Christian  Baptism."  '  'The  Bap- 
tism of  Christ."  "W;jis  John's  Baptism  Christian  Baptism?"  "The  Meaning 
of  the  Word,"  "The  First  Administration  of  Christian  Baptism."  "Cases  of 
Baptism,  and  Conclusion."  Price,  15  cents  each,  or  $1.50  per  dozen.  To  be 
had  of  the  Author  at  Olin,  N.  C,  Eev.  C.  M,  Pepper,  Albemarle,  or  of  the  pub- 
lisher, W.  C.  Wolfe,  Monroe, N.  C,  Rev.  V.  A.  Sharpe,  Reidsville,  N.  C,  or 
at  the  Southern  Methodist  Publishing  House ,  Nashville,  Tenn .  Sent  by  mail, 
post  paid,  on  receipt  of  price . 


ADVERNISEMENTS. 


owreyIrgan  CO 

MT,  AIRY,  SURRY  CO.,  N,  C, 


THE  ONLY  ORGAN  COMPA'Y 

IN  THE  SOUTH. 


Are  uow  mauufacturing  Church  and  Parlor  Organs  equal  iu  work- 
manship. Finish,  and  Tone,  to  A\Y,  and 

SUPERIOR  TO  MANY -OFFERED 

now  to  the  public.  Prices  range  from  $35  to  $150,  or  even  higher,  owing  to 
Stylo,  Octaves,  Stops,  Heeds,  &c.  The  most  saleable  ran  from  S65  to  $80;  the 
ca^es  are  of  solid  walnut,  anl  all  instruments  sent  out,  are 

Warranted  for  6  Years. 

When  parties  are  knov.  n  to  be  reliable  and  responsible.  Organs  will  be  sent 
on  trial,  and  if  they  do  not  Give  Entire  Satisfaction,  they  may  be 

RETURNED  s  OUR  EXPENSE, 

A.11  others  must  advance  the  money  which  will  be  promptly  refunded  if  the 
instruments  do  not  prove  satisfaction.  "\^  e  give  5  per  cent  off  to  Sunday  Schools 
or  churches.  Any  further  information  maybe  obtained  by  addressing  Eev  Jas. 
Wilson,  or  the 

LowREY  Org%\n  "Co.. 

MT.  AIRY,  N.  C. 

I  have  seen  one  of  these  instruments  and  know  them  to  be  ftrst-class  in  work- 
man,->hip  and  tone:  M.  V.  SHERRILL. 
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"WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL  DEALERS  IN 


AGRICULTURAL  IMPLEMENTS,  ETC. 


Cans  Mills,  Cook's  Pans,  Zinc  and 

WESHRNWAGONS, 

Buggies,  Rubber  &  Leather  Belting, 

THE  CELEBRATED 

CHAMPION  MOWER  L  REAPER, 

BOTH  FRONT  AND  REAR  CUT. 


A  stock  of  these  Goods  are  kept  in  store, 
in  addition  to  one  of  the  Largest  Stocks  of 
Hardware  in  the  State.  We  will  sell  at  Whole- 
sale and  Retail  AS  CHEAP  AS  ANY  MAR- 
KET, NORTH  [OR  SOUTH. 
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ELKIN  VALLEY 


Price  List  of  Custom  Work  for  I  880. 

Carcliug  wool  into  rolls,  if  greased,  G  cents  per  pound;  carding  wool  into  rolls  without 
grease,  7  cents  per  pound;  carding  and  spinning  wool,  12  1-2  cents;  for  greasing,  Ic;  spin- 
niug  and  twisting  stocking  yarn,  18  3-4  cents;  coloring,  filling,  and  pressing  cus- 
tom cloth,  12  1-2  cents  per  yard;  coloring  a  suit  of  clothes,  $1.00;  coloring  o  -ercoat  ,75  cts; 
coloring  single  shawl,  50  cts;  coloring  double  shawl,  75  cts;  coloring  dress,  50  cents;  color- 
ing wool  and  woolen  yarn,  black  or  brown.  10  cts.  per  pound;  coloring  wool  and  woolen 
yarn,  fancy,  green,  blue,  red,  &c.,  25  cts.  per  pound;  making  jeans  cloth  in  the  rough,  (if 
wool  is  colored,  we  furnish  warp),  20  cents  per  yard;  making  jeans  cloth  in  the  rough,  (wo 
color  the  wool),  25  cts.  per  yard;  making  jeans  cloth  satinetts,  &c.,  fulled,  pressed  and  lin- 
i.shed,  35  cts.  per  j'ard;  making  colored  linseys,  18  cts  per  yard;  making  white  flannels,  15 
cents  per  yard;  making  blankets,  full  width,  (2  yards  wide),  45  cents  per  yard;  blankets, 
single,  (1  yard  wide),  22  1-2  cents  per  pound;  making  all-wool  cassimere,  40  to  50  cents. 
We  keep  on  hand  and  for  sale,  of  our  own  manufacture, 

JEANS,  CASSIMERES, 

Linseys,*  Flannels,  Blankets,  Spun  Yarn,Wool 
Rolls,  Stocking  Yarn-Plain  and  Fancy. 

Which  \yc  will  sell  Low  for  Cash  or  Good  Barter. 

WE  SOLICIT  ORDERS. 

Parties  can  leave  their  wool  with  the  following  persons,  Avho  are  acting  as  agents  for  us: 

J.  T>.  McNeely,  Salisbury,  N.  C. ;  J.  A.  Harris,  of  Grange  Store, 
Mooresville,  N.  C. ;  Poston  &  Ramsay,  Statesville,  N.  C. ;  Edwards, 
Cheep  &  Co.,  Sparta,  N.  C. ;  D.  C.  Edwards,  Elk  Creek,  N.  C,  Wm. 
Reves,  Laurel  Springs,  N.  C;  Dr.  T.  W.  Smith,  Trap  Hill,  N.  C. 
Will  make  other  arrangements  at  other  points. 

We  m  Miliii  lew  Maclery 

THIS    YEAR,  AND  WILL  BE  PREPARED  TO  DO  WORK 


We  feel  very  thaukfiil  tc  all  our  customers  and  friends  for  the  liberal  share  of  patronage 
they  have  given  iis,  and  hope,  by  close  attention  to  their  wants,  to  merit  a  continuance  of 
the  same.   We  cordially  invite  them  all  to  come  again. 
We  are,  very  truly  yours, 

GWYN  &  CHATHAM. 

Elkin,  Sueky  County,  N.  C. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


J.  W,  MOTSINGER, 

ELKIN,  SURRY  COUNTY,  N.  C. 

Manufacturer  of  FIRST-CLASS  FARI^f  AND  ROAD  WAGONS.  My  work 
is  all  hand-made,  and  guaranteed  to  be  of  the  best  material.  Orders  from  a  dis- 
tance shall  receive  my  prompt  personal  attention,  All  Magous  put  up  at  my 
Shops  are  branded  with  my  name  and  address.  I  refer,  by  permission  lo  the 
following  business  men  of  Elkin:    R.  R.  Gwyn,  J.  S.  Bell,  and  T.  L.  Gwyu. 


Dealer  in  General  Merchandise, 
ELKITSr,  SURRY  COUNTY,  I^.  C. 

A  J^ive  Man,  and  a  I^ive  Merchant !  MOUNTAIN  PRODUCE 
A  SPECIALTY.  Those  in  the  lower  counties  desiring  to  get  Honey,  Buck- 
wheat, and  Buckw^heat  Flour,  Mountain  Butter,  etc.,  ttc. ,  would  find  it  to  their 
interest  to  give  him  an  crdor.  Regular  line  of  wagons  trom  Elkin  to  the  Rail 
Road. 


JONESVILLE,  YADKIN  CO.,  N,  C, 

L.  J.  CHEELEY,  A.  M.,     -     -  Principal. 

Fall  Session  of  1880 will  Commence  Monday, 
Aug.  20,  and  Continue  20  Weeks. 

EXPENSES — Tuition,  per  Session,  half  in  advance,  SG  to  $15;  Sessional  tax, 
$1;  Board,  per  month,  SC  to  .$8.  While  it  is  of  primary  importance  that  all 
should  enter  at  the  beginning  of  the  session,  students  Avill  be  received  at  any 
time  and  charged  from  date  of  entering  till  the  close.  No  reduction  from  tuition 
Avill  be  made  excej^t  for  protracted  sickness.  All  dues  must  be  promptly  settled 
when  the  session  closes.  THE  LOCATION— "By  the  Spring  among  the  hills," 
bordering  the  Yadkin  Valley,  with  a  splendid  view  of  the  Blue  Ridge  Mountains, 
is|noted  ior  health  and  morality,  and  for  the  industry  and  enterprise  of  a  com- 
munity who  are  rapidly  developing  this  into  one  of  the  first  manufacturing  dis- 
tricts of  the  State.  THE  BUILDING— Now  undergoing  thorough  repairs,  is 
large  and  commodious,  pleasantly  situated  in  a  beautiful  grove,  with  ample 
grounds  for  gymnastic  exercises.  The  Principal  is  thoroughly  identified  with 
the  educational  interests  of  the  South,  and  will  devote  his  entire  time  to  the  in- 
tellectual and  moral  culture  of  those  entrusted  to  his  care.  THE  COURSE  OF 
STUDY— Is  designed  to  be  thoroughly  joractical,  to  meet  the  demands  of  an  ac- 
tive business  life,  and  to  prepare  young  men  for  college.  For  further  informa- 
tion, address  the  Principal  at  Jonesville,  N.  C. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


OLzisr,  nsr.  a. 


W.  M.  BROOKS,  Principal. 

MRS.  W.  M.  BROOKS,  Instructress  in  Music. 


Theliext  Session  wili  open  August  23rd,  1880;  and  continue  five  months,  with 
a  short  vacation  at  Christmas.  The  Course  of  Instruction  will  be  extensive  and 
thorough.  Discipline  will  be  strict,  enforcing  obedience  to  every  rule  and  reg- 
ulation. Pupils  will  be  charged  from  date  of  entrance  until  close  of  Session. 
NO  DEDUCTION  EXCEPT  IN  CASES  OF  PROTKACTED  SICKNESS,  OE 
SPECIAL  CONEACT. 

Rates  of  Tuition  Per  Mioiitli : 

Spelling,  Reading,  Elements  of  Arithmetic,  and  Primary  Geography,  $2  00; 
Arithmetic,  Geography,  and  English  Grammar,  $3  00;  Advanced  Classes  in 
English  and  Latin  Grammar,  $4  00;  Higher  Mathematics,  Latin  and  Greek, 
$5  00;  Music,  $4  00 ;  Contingent  Fee  per  session,  50  cts.  Tuition  payable  at 
middle  and  close  of  Session.  Board  from  $6  to  $8  00  per  month.  For  further 
particulars,  address,  W.  M.  BROOKS,  Peincipaij. 


IS  PUBLISHED  MONTHLY 


J5lT  OHiIlsT,  3^.  a. 

J.  BASOOM  SHERRILL,  Editor  and  Prop'r. 

A  Wide-Awake  Journal  for  Boys  and  Girlfe. 


Twenty-five  cents  a  year,  in  advance;  in  clubs  of  five,  twenty  C3nts  a  year. 


WE  HAVE  JUST  ESTABLISHED  A  JOB  OFFICE,  WHERE 
we  are  prepared,  with  CLEAN,  NEW  TYPE,  to  do  ALL  KINDS 
OF  JOB  WORK,  such  as  Posters.  Bill  Heads,  Letter-Heads,  La- 
bels, Envelopes,  Cards,  &c.,  IN  THE  BEST  STYLE,  and  AS  LOW 
AS  ANY  OFFICE.    Patronage  solicited. 

Respectfully,  J.  B.  SHERRILL. 


■% 


ivd:csDi,4:iTH: 


CHmOTTEJ^.  C. 

Branch  of  the  Great  Savannah  House  !  Prices 
and  Terms  Exactly  the  Same ! 

OUR  PIANOS  AND  ORGANS  ENDORSED  BY  EVERY  ONE ! 


UNPRECEDNTED  SUCCESS! 

The  result  of  Square  Dealiug,  aud  Selling  uotuingbut  Strictly 
First-Class  Instruments.  We  are  the  only  direct  factory  deal- 
ers for  these  Pianos  and  Organs  in  ISorth  and  South  Carolina. 

We  do  not  recommend  Cheap  pianos  aud  organs;  we  '^an  lurn- 
ish  such  gradesas  Mendleshon,  Beatty,  Pease  &  Co.,  U.S  Pianos 
aud  20  others  20  per  cent,  cheaper  than  small  dealers  or  agents. 
Our  buyers  have  2.')  years  of  experience,  and  no  dealers  in  the 
world  buy  as  laugely  and  low  as  we  do. 

•Just  think  !  Two  Hiindred  at  a  time  !  we  receive  daily  !  (not 
monthly  (and  defy  the  World  to  sell  better !  Mathusheck, 
Guild    Church,  Light  <fe  Co.,  South'n  Gem,  and  Favorite  PianoB. 

MASON  Sl  HAMLIN  ORGANS 

alwavs  awarded  the  higbest  prizes  at  all  exhibitions. 

[  Pcloubet  &  Co's.  organs  are  endorsed  by  hundreds  of  our  patrons,  aud  when  you  hear  an 
agent  or  small  dealers  sav  a  word  against  these  organs,  you  can  bet  every  dollar  you've  got 
that  the  organ  they  can  buy  cheapest  and  sell  lor  the  most  money,  regardless  of  con. 
science  or  square  dealing,  is  their  best  organ. 

Call  on  us  or  Write  to  us  for  Catalogues  and 
Price  Lists  ! 

Our  reliability  i«  known  aud  undisputed.  Every  Instrument  Guaranteed  by  the  Manu- 
facturer and  the'v  must  be  gaod,  or  no  sale.    Instruments  t-ent  on  15  days  trial  ! 

DO^^'T  TO  WRITE 

For  our  Catalogues  and  price  lists  belbre  buying  elsewhere;  or  for  any  information  you  de 
sire  in  the  music  line,  if  von  buy  not. 

Address,  H.  McSMITH, 

Charlotte,  N.  C. 
Mrs.  H.  McSMITH,  Greenville,  S.  C. 

Band  Instrumsnts  a  Spscialtyl 

WD  EVERY  I  HING  PER  PAINING  TO  B  ANDS     BOOKS,  .^C. 
EVERY  IHING  IN  TbiE  MUSIC  LINE.  SMALL 
INSTRUiMENTS,  SHEET  MUSIC  kC. 


